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MAY, 2008
Call to the Annual Meeting

You are hereby informed that the Annual Meeting of the First Parish Universalist Church of Stoughton, Massachusetts, will be held at the church on Monday, May 19, 2008 at 7:30 PM, to act upon the following articles:

Article I.   Application for Membership;

Article II.   Election of Officers, Trustees, and Investment Committee;

Article III.   Report of the Finance Committee, and the proposed budget for the 2008-2009 church year;

Article IV.   To consider any other matters that might be submitted in accordance with the by-laws.

Given our hands, this 20th day of April, 2008, 

Bradford Russell, President                 Linda Stephansky, Clerk
Free child care will be available during the Annual Meeting. 
Sunday Worship & Church School
10:30 am
Sunday, May 4, 2008

 Guest Speaker—To Be Announced
A guest will be speaking this morning, as Rev. Symynkywicz shares the
“Cosmic Walk” with the children of the Church School. 
Ushers: Jack Sidebottom & George Hansen
Greeters: Norma Sidebottom & Jennifer Walsh
Flowers: VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Social Hour: VOLUNTEER NEEDED! 
Sunday, May 11, 2008

 Mothers’ Day
A special service in honor of all mothers is being planned. 
Ushers: Brad Russell & Peter Morrissey

Greeters: Carol Russell & Sandra Sweeney
Flowers: VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Social Hour: VOLUNTEER NEEDED! 

Sunday, May 18, 2008

 “Sins: Old & New” 
Does the world really need an “updated’ and “revised” list of “Deadly Sins?

Ushers: Edward DiCastro & Mark Racicot
Greeters: Jane Mooney & Elisa Blanchard
Flowers: VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Social Hour: VOLUNTEER NEEDED! 

Sunday, May 25, 2008

Coming of Age Sunday
This morning, we will honor those young people who have successfully completed this year’s 
“Roots and Wings” program. A very special service; don’t miss it! 
Ushers: Ann Toomey & Patrick Toomey

Greeters: Past Coming of Age Graduates
Flowers: VOLUNTEER NEEDED!
Social Hour: Religious Education Committee
HELP NEEDED: We could always use a few more people to host social hour and provide flowers for our Sunday morning services during these last few weeks of the church year. If you would like to help, please sign-up at church (or give the church office a call at 781-344-6800). Many thanks! 
Have a comment about the ministry of our church? If so, the Ministerial Relations Committee would appreciate hearing from you. Other members of the Ministerial Relations Committee are Richard DiCenso, chair [781-961-3674]; Deanna Daley (508-588-7813); and Carol Russell (781-344-5006). 

From the Minister, Rev. Jeffrey B. Symynkywicz…
The responsibility of selfhood

Responsibility does not kill
the real self,
the deep, inner self
that rests face to face with God,

It kills the little self, perhaps--
the mean and petty self,
that whines and kicks and screams
if it doesn’t get its own little way.


Responsibility tears us away
from the quick sugar fix of life,
so that we may truly experience
life’s real sweetness all the more deeply.

It tears us away
from a road that has become too easy--
deathly, comfortably numb--
so that we may have this wild God as our helpmate
and be sustained and upheld in our work
by arms that never fail us,
a friend who never leaves.

If we focus on our little selves 

we lose sight of the deeper soul inside,
that living Spirit who dwells closer to our beings
than our very breath, 

that animates the very blood
that courses through our veins--
and unclogs the arteries of our souls
when we dare reach out to one another.

When we dare to engage in serving others
our thoughts take flight.
 they love, embrace all life,
feel fire and wind, warmth and cold,
and do their parts at last to change the world.
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Don’t forget our church’s website… Come and visit us at http://www.uustoughtonma.org. You’ll find lots of interesting stuff there… a full schedule of church activities… complete archives of sermons & meditations from 1999 to the present… oodles of info about our religious education program… and lots more! Come and see for yourself—and tell your friends.

With deepest sympathy…

We extend our most sincere condolences to Patrick and Ann Toomey and family, on the passing of Patrick’s mother in Utah on March 24. Our thoughts are with them at this difficult time. 

We also extend our sympathies to the family of John “Jack” Dennison, a longtime member of our church, who passed away on March 26. 
Rev. Jeffrey Symynkywicz officiated at the funeral service for Mr. Dennison at the Farley Funeral Home in Stoughton on March 29. 

Get Well Wishes…

Our thoughts are with Janet Reardon, who still has been not feeling up to par recently. 
Get well wishes, too, to Ruth Hansen, who has been in and out of the hospital in recent weeks. 
Please, please, please… If know of someone who is ill, homebound, or otherwise in need of pastoral care, by all means, let the Minister know. Don’t “assume” that “he knows about it”; he wants to hear from you! (Rev. Jeff can be reached at home at 
781-344-7819, on his cell phone at 781-856-2702, or by email at: jsymynkywicz@comcast.net.) Thank you very much for your help.
 
Do you have other interesting news items about a church family member you think might be nice to include in an upcoming Packet? All submissions are welcome! You may leave them in the Packet folder at church, mail them in, or email them to jsymynkywicz@comcast.net. We want your news!!

Welcome New Members!

We are very pleased to officially welcome into membership in our church Tom Clifford & Laura Clifford, who signed the membership book on April 11. Tom and Laura and their children, T. J. and Hannah, reside on West Street in Stoughton. We are thrilled to have them among us! 

Interested in becoming a member?  Membership in the First Parish Universalist Church is open to any person who consents to the principles of Unitarian Universalism and agrees with the purposes of our church, as outlined in our bylaws. If you are  interested in joining,  please  contact  the Minister.
Nametags! We’ve had a wonderful assortment of new visitors at our church in recent weeks. A reminder that wearing your name tag on Sunday helps all of us to get to know each other better. Nametags are posted outside Fellowship Hall. If you need one, please sign up on the bulletin board at church. Many thanks! 
The deadline for the June Packet is Sunday, May 18, at Noon. All contributions are welcome. Just drop them in the “Packet” folder at church, or you may email them to: jsymynkywicz@comcast.net. Thank you.

No-Sew Blanket Project… An All Church Community Service Project is now underway. It is our No Sew Blanket Project. We have made these blankets in the past and they were fun to make and a great service project. Mainspring  House would welcome these blankets again. We have enough fleece to make about 20 blankets. They will be available to work on at coffee hour and at special events in the weeks ahead. There was some interest in the past from our own church children to make a blanket of their own. If your child would like to make a blanket for themselves, we would ask that parents purchase their own fleece and we can get them started during church time. Two pieces of fleece approximately 2 yards each of 60" wide is necessary to make one blanket. We would also accept donations of fleece towards the service project as well. See Susan Stewart-Racicot or Jane Mooney if you have any questions. 
Stoughton Food Pantry: Even though the holidays are over, the Stoughton Food Pantry is desperately in need of donations of non-perishable food items during this winter season… There is a basket in the narthex at church for your donations… Please respond generously… 
Please save your empty HP printer cartridges!

Our church can get $$$ for them! 

Deposit them in the basket outside Fellowship Hall next time you’re at church.

Thank you! 

Annual Spring

YARD SALE 
Saturday, JUNE 7, 2008
9 AM to 2 PM

Volunteers Needed! 
Please don’t forget the date!

If you have items for pick-up please call
 Brad Russell at 781-344-5006
or the Church Office at 781-344-6800.


 No TVs, printers, or monitors, please.
This month on the 
“Free Market of Ideas”…

Thursday, May 8, 7:30 PM
A Special Reprise Presentation…

 ‘AN INCONVENIENT TRUTH’ 
We are very pleased to announce that our church will once again host a special presentation of the groundbreaking film, An Inconvenient Truth. From director Davis Guggenheim comes An Inconvenient Truth, a film which offers a passionate and inspirational look at one man's fervent crusade to halt global warming's deadly progress in its tracks by exposing the myths and misconceptions that surround it. That man is former Vice President Al Gore, who, in the wake of defeat in the 2000 election, re-set the course of his life to focus on a last-ditch, all-out effort to help save the planet from irrevocable change. 
Please join us for this important presentation. All concerned people are welcome, and admission is free. 

SPRING
 GREEN FAIR

Saturday, May 3, 
12 noon – 4 pm

First Parish Universalist Church 

790 Washington Street, Stoughton 
Share Ideas & Learn About:
Locally Grown Foods ***** Food Co-oops Farmers Markets ***** Beekeeping *****  Composting ***** Energy Conservation
***** Recycling *****   
The health of the Earth community now rests on decisions being made, and actions taken, by humans.

 For more information, please call 781-344-6800; visit our website: http://www.uustoughtonma.org. 

And many thanks to Bob and Courtland Priest for hanging the great “Green Fair” banner over the front entranceway at church! 

Come to a 
Labyrinth Tea

Sunday, June 1, 12:30 – 2:00 PM

at the Parsonage,

98 Bassick Circle, Stoughton 

The church’s labyrinth at the parsonage will be open and available for walking on numerous Sundays during the “warm weather” months. The first two scheduled walks are from 12:30 to 2:00 PM on Sunday, May 4 and Sunday, May 18. A full schedule of summer dates will be published in the next issue of the Packet. 

In celebration of the inauguration of another Labyrinth Season, the “Spritwalkers” labyrinth group will host a “Labyrinth Tea” at the Parsonage from 12:30 to 2:00 PM on Sunday, June 1. All are welcome to come and share a walk on the labyrinth, a bit of good conversation and fellowship, and a tasty nibble or two. Do try to come! 

Happy May birthday wishes to:
May 2 – Amy Reardon

May 3 – Richard Russell

May 6 – Priscilla Pope

Leo Piche

Charles Walsh

Robert Drew

May 7 – Julie Child

May 8 – Edith Benjamin

Gordon Brookfield

Barbara Ford-Geiger

Bill Sevrens

Harrison Stewart-Racicot

May 9 – Emily Breneman

May 10 – Sean Empey

Alice Kellaway

May 11 – Keven Graber

May 12 – Dianna Breneman

May 13 – Dianne Heberling

May 14 – Alexx Benatuil

May 16 – Rebecca Hyatt

May 20 –  Alan Delgadillo

Jay Delgadillo

May 23 – Bobby Johnson

May 24 – Ashlyn Hudson

May 25 – David Stephansky

May 27 – Paula Empey
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And happy May anniversaries to…

May 5 – Gretchen and Norman Colson

May 19 – Heidi and David Hudson

May 23 – Richard and Julie Child

From MainSpring House… Remember-- if you have small individual shampoos, body lotion, soaps, etc. that you may get on a trip, they are perfect items to donate. (The basket is on the counter outside Fellowship Hall, downstairs at church.) Thank you so much! 

Remember our monthly lunches for MainSpring House which we put together in the church kitchen on the fourth Sunday of each month. The date for the April lunch prep, then, is Sunday, May 25. Why not stop by the kitchen and lend a hand?  For more information on this worthwhile project, please contact Mary DiCenso at 781-961-3674. 

Universalist Convocation 2008 will be held at the Barton Center for Diabetes Education on May 2-4 (Friday evening through Sunday lunch). All UUs are invited. More information is posted at church, or you may visit the website at http://www.nmuc.org. 
UU Revival Festival—Come to an old-fashioned revival with a modern twist on May 17 from 10 AM to 3 PM at First Parish Unitarian Universalist in Canton. Gather for fellowship, listen to sermons by four outstanding preachers,, make a joyful noise and sing. Bring the kids—there will be religious educational and fun activities for them too. Details are posted at church, or may be found online at http://www.bcduua.org. 

The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of South County, Rhode Island, the youngest congregation in our Ballou Channing District, is poised to purchase its first “home of its own”—a church building in Peace Dale, R.I. offering both worship and education space. They are appealing to other congregations in our district to help them realize their dream. A special basket will be available at church on May 4 and May 11, if you would like to make a donation. Or you may also contribute directly to: Unitarian Universalist Congregation of South County, PO Box 5473, Wakefield, RI 02880. More information is available on the congregation’s website:

http://www.uusouthcountyri.org.

